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Inspiring Careers in Economics: Exploring Opportunities Across Sectors

Inspirational Talks for Future Economists

26 March 2025, 4-6 pm

Lecture Theatre A, University Place, Oxford Road, University of Manchester

Are you passionate about economics and curious to discover the wide-ranging career
opportunities the field has to offer? Join us at this exciting event, where professional
economists from the public sector, private sector, and academia will share their valuable
insights and experiences, showcasing the many paths available within the discipline.

This event is designed to inspire all students, with a particular focus on empowering
underrepresented groups, especially female economics students, to explore diverse
professional and academic opportunities. Attendees will benefit from engaging talks
delivered by accomplished speakers who will share their personal journeys, challenges, and
achievements across various sectors of the profession.

A key focus of the event will be on gender perspectives, addressing the unique challenges and
opportunities faced by women in economics. Through practical advice and inspiring role
models, these talks aim to equip attendees with the knowledge and confidence needed to
pursue successful careers in the field.

Our mission is to inspire and empower students while building a supportive community that
contributes to addressing inequalities within the economics profession. Don’t miss this
opportunity to broaden your horizons and connect with like-minded individuals committed
to driving change.

The event is open to all students. This event is sponsored by the Department of Economics,
the EDI and the Teaching and Learning Teams at the School of Social Science, University of
Manchester and organised in collaboration with the Royal Economic Society UK Women in
Economics Network (UK WEN).
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Schedule

Claire Alexander

4.00-4.05 pm Welcome and introduction
(University of Manchester)
Almudena Sevilla (LSE &
Chair UK WEN)
4.05-4.15 pm Welcome and introduction Maria Psyllou

(Imperial College London &
Steering Committee UK
WEN)

F I ity L
rom Inner City London to Sindy Foster

4.15-4.30 pm Global Business
(Avaero Capital Partners)
Careers in health Lucy Beggs
4.30-4.45 pm economics: a public sector (National Institute for
perspective Health and Care)

Economics consultancy-

e [i Elizabeth Martindale
4.45-5.00 pm what.lts. like as a.n
economist in the private (Oxford Economics)
sector
Rachel Griffith
5.00-5.15 pm My career as an economist
(University of Manchester)
Hosted by Sofia Izquierdo
Sanchez (University of
5.15-5.35 pm Panel Q&A Manchester) & Maria
Psyllou (Imperial College
London)
Ralf Becker
(University of Manchester)
5.35-5.45 pm Summary and final remarks
Maria Psyllou (Imperial
College London)
5.45-6.30 pm Networking (drinks and

snacks provided)
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Speaker Biographies

Claire Alexander (University of Manchester)

Claire is the Head of the School of Social Sciences and Professor of Sociology at The University of
Manchester. She has researched and published on race, ethnicity, youth and migration in the UK for
over thirty years. She is a member of the Centre on the Dynamics of Ethnicity (CoDE). Claire was Editor
of Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power between 2011 and 2018. She is on the editorial
board of Ethnic and Racial Studies and Whiteness and Education. Claire is a Trustee of the Esmee
Fairbairn Foundation and Active Communities Network. She is a former Vice-Chair of the Stuart Hall
Foundation and the Runnymede Trust.

Almudena Sevilla (The London School of Economics and Political Science)

Almudena Sevilla is a Professor of Economic and Social Policy at LSE and the Founding Chair of the
Royal Economic Society UK Women in Economics Network and the LSE Women in Social and Public
Policy Research Hub. She has held positions at University College London, Queen Mary University,
University of Oxford, University of Essex, and the Congressional Budget Office in Washington DC.
Almudena received her Ph.D. in 2004 from Brown University in family and population economics and
econometrics. A leading researcher in gender economics, Almudena received the prestigious Marie J.
Langlois Prize for her doctoral work on gender economics. Her research is published in top journals
such as the American Economic Review, Demography, and the Journal of Labor Economics, and she
serves on the editorial boards of Feminist Economics and the Review of the Economics of the
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Household. Her work has garnered significant funding, including a €2M European Research Council
Consolidator Grant. Professor Sevilla is a leader in major economic associations, recently being elected
President of the Society of the Economics of the Household.

Maria Psyllou (Imperial College London and UK WEN)

Maria Psyllou is a Senior Teaching Fellow of Economics and Public Policy at Imperial College London.
She previously held positions at the University of Portsmouth, University of Birmingham, and Queen
Mary University of London. She holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Leicester. Her
research focuses on the economics of education. Maria is passionate about increasing diversity and
empowering women in economics. She serves on the steering committee for the Royal Economic
Society UK Women in Economics Network (UK WEN) and leads its ‘Inspire’ Initiative, dedicated to
inspiring young women in economics and empowering early career women economists. She is also a
mentor at the Women in Economics Initiative (WiE). Maria is an elected council member of the Royal
Economic Society for the 2024-2029 term. As a Discover Economics Academic Champion, she leads
outreach initiatives targeting young women and students from disadvantaged and underrepresented
backgrounds.

Sindy Foster (Avaero Capital Partners)

Sindy Foster is a serial entrepreneur, an aviation analyst, and strategic consultant with a deep
knowledge of African aviation. An economics graduate from Sussex University, her entrepreneurial
drive and her passion for aviation, led her to launch Avaero Capital Partners which provides advisory
and consultancy services for aviation & aerospace companies in Africa, the Caribbean and South
America. She is a recipient of numerous awards and recognition including an Aviators Africa Change
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Maker Impact Award, and a Top 100 Aviation Business Leaders in Nigeria award. Additionally, Avaero
Capital Partners has received many awards including Best Aviation & Aerospace Consultancy Service
2024, Leading Specialists in Aviation & Aerospace Investment 2024, and Best Regional Aviation &
Aerospace Project Finance Support Organisation 2023. As an award-winning thought leader, analyst
and change maker in African aviation her thoughts are regularly featured on global and local media
including TV, radio and print and trade publications. Sindy is a member of the Royal Economics Society,
a member of the Nigeria Economic Summit Group (Aviation Thematic Group), a member of the
Aviation Club UK, and member of the Aviation Policy and Strategy group in Nigeria.

Lucy Beggs (National Institute for Health and Care)

Lucy Beggs is a Health Economics Advisor working at the National Institute for Health and Care
Excellence, helping to evaluate the cost effectiveness of medicines to write guidance for the NHS. Lucy
has worked in the health economics sector since 2014, and has a masters in Epidemiology and
Biostatistics from the University of Leeds in addition to an Economics degree from the University of
Bristol.

Elizabeth Martindale (Oxford Economics)

Elizabeth has almost five years of experience in the private sector but has been on a journey to get to
her current position. She graduated with a BSc in Economics in 2018 from Manchester Metropolitan
University. At the time, she was passionate about French language and so moved to Luxembourg to
do a financial controlling internship. She then went on to be a financial consultant for KPMG in
Luxembourg but also had other secondment experiences. After this experience, she decided to take a
break to travel and do a ski season. She then decided to go back to university and specialise by doing
an MSc in Development Economics at the University of Manchester. She currently works for Oxford
Economics as an Economist, where for a couple of years, she worked in consulting— producing
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economic, social, and environmental impact assessments. Now, she specialises in forecasting at the
city and regional level across Asia, mostly focussing on India. Working as a consultant (and more
generally working in the private sector) has had its challenges. But overall, the diverse opportunities,
the benefits, and the people that she has met along with way have given her a very fulfilling career so
far.

Rachel Griffith (University of Manchester)

Rachel Griffith is Professor of Economics at the University of Manchester and a Research Director of
the Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS). She is a co-editor of the Journal of Political Economy. She is a
Fellow of the Econometric Society, the British Academy, the Academy of Social Sciences and a
Research Fellow of CEPR. She is an Honorary Foreign Member of the American Economic
Association. She is an Associate Editor of Econometrica and sits on the Council of the ESRC. Rachel
won the Birgit Grodal award in 2014, was awarded a CBE in 2015 for services to economic policy and
was made a Dame Commander of the British Empire for services to economic policy and education in
2021. She was President of the European Economic Association from 2013-2015, the first woman to
hold the position. She was President of the Royal Economic Society, serving from 2018-2021, the
Society's first female President in over 35 years and only the second woman to hold the post in its
129-year history. Her research interests relate to the supermarket industry, nutrition competition,
innovation and productivity.

Sofia Izquierdo Sanchez (University of Manchester)

After completing her PhD at Lancaster University in 2014, Sofia has held several academic positions,
including Lecturer in Economics at the University of East Anglia, Senior Research Associate at the
Centre for Competition Policy, and Senior Lecturer in Economics at the University of Huddersfield. In
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September 2022, she joined the University of Manchester as a Senior Lecturer (T&S) in Economics,
where she also serves as the Deputy Director for the PPE programme. Sofia is an associate of the
Economics Network, a mentoring program manager for The Women in Economics initiative, a member
of the Editorial Board of The Economic Review, and a member of the T&L Northwest Economics
Network. Her research interests include applied microeconomics, social and cultural economics, and
economic education. Sofia collaborated on interdisciplinary projects addressing disintermediation and
digitalisation in the creative industries and other issues within the cultural and creative industries. She
is also a mentor for The Women in Economics Initiative and Manchester Gold.

Ralf Becker (University of Manchester)

Ralf Becker completed his PhD degree at the Queensland University of Technology (Brisbane,
Australia, Supervisor: Prof Stan Hurn). After completing his PhD in 2003, Ralf worked as a Lecturer at
QUT before starting as a Lecturer in Economics at the University of Manchester in January 2005. He is
passionate about teaching economics and in particular quantitative skills (mathematics, statistics and
econometrics). Ralf has a particular focus on helping students to develop relevant quantitative skills
like programming in R or MATLAB. His research area is econometrics and financial econometrics. In
his time at Manchester, Ralf has worked in numerous professional service positions, and he is currently
the Deputy Head of Department with responsibility for Teaching. He is an Executive Group Member
of the Economics Network.
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