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The Economic Journal 2022 Annual Report

Highlights

Submissions and Impact

In 2022, the Journal received 1,673 submissions (1,929 in 2021). The acceptance rate was

just over 5%, in line with the 2021 rate.

- In 2022, the Journal received 277 short papers, compared with 236 in 2021.

- The 2021 2-Year Impact Factor (released in June 2022) was 3.721, higher than the 2020
Impact Factor (3.178).

- The 2021 5-year Impact Factor was 4.919 (4.889 in 2021).

- TheJournal is currently ranked twelfth in Economics by Google Scholar (tenth in 2021).

- The Journal continues to raise its profile on social media. Twitter followers increased to
20,558 (as of 3 February 2023), compared to 17,800 (as of 2 February 2022).

- The Journal continues to perform well on alternative measures of impact, with 34,003
Altmetric mentions as of 1 February 2023.

- Decision turnaround times for all papers in 2022 is 43 days (34 days in 2021). Turnaround

times for all papers, excluding those that are desk rejected is 69 days (in line with 2021).

Turnaround times

- The Journal continues to benefit from dedicated referees and Associate Editors who deliver
high-quality and timely reports, with 95% returning their reports within 3 months in 2022
(93% in 2021).

Ethics and Research Transparency

- The Journal is a member of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).

- Ethics guidelines for authors, reviewers and editors continue to be adopted to ensure that
publication best practice is upheld.

- The Journal’s Data Editor continues to coordinate pre-acceptance reproducibility checks in
line with top journals in the field.

Operations and People

- Francesco Lippi is the Journal’s Editor-in-Chief.

- There are eight Joint Managing Editors.

- Fifty-seven Associate Editors served the Journal during 2022.

- Joan Llull acts as the Journal’s Data Editor and leads a team of data replicators.

- Brooke Sperry joined as Publications Manager in July 2022. Antonia Glanfield acted as
Publications Manager until June 2022.

- Editorial Office Limited continues to provide support to the Journal’s Editorial Office, which
is based at the Royal Economic Society.
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1. Editorial Team

1.1. Current Editorial Team
Editor-in-Chief
Francesco Lippi, LUISS University and EIEF

Joint Managing Editors

Sule Alan, European University Institute & Marco Manacorda, Queen Mary University of
Bilkent University London
Heski Bar-Isaac, University of Toronto Barbara Petrongolo, University of Oxford

Amanda Friedenberg, University of Michigan Franck Portier, University College London
Steffen Huck, WZB Berlin Social Science Ekaterina Zhuravskaya, Paris School of

Center & University College London Economics & EHESS

Publications Manager

From July 2022: Brooke Sperry, Royal Economic Society (ej@res.org.uk)
To June 2022: Antonia Glanfield

Data Editor

Joan Llull, MOVE, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona & Barcelona BSE

1.2. Editorial Board changes

- There were no changes to the Editorial Board (Editor-in-Chief and Managing Editors) in 2022.
2. Journal Statistics

2.1. Submissions (Tables 1 & 2)

The total number of submissions for 2021 is 1,673. This is down from 1,929 in 2021. The
acceptance rate for 2022 is just over 5%, consistent with the 2021 acceptance rate. The rate of
desk reject decisions in 2022 is 46%, down from 50% in 2021.

The decrease of 256 submissions follows the increase in the non-member submission fee from
£150 to £220 which took effect from 4 January 2022. The submission fees for RES members
remained unchanged but were adjusted to account for the new income-based membership fee
structure (£50 for student and Tier A members; £100 for Tiers B, C & D).
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The significant decrease in submissions is mirrored by a decrease in the number of desk
rejections. This suggests that the increase in submission fees for non-members was effective in
trimming the lower tail of submissions quality.

The geographical distribution (Table 2) of submissions is similar to that of recent years, with the
largest share of submissions coming from Europe (39%). Twenty-three percent of submissions
came from the US & Canada (25% in 2021). Submissions coming from the UK are stable,
accounting for 15% of submissions.

2.1.1. Short paper submissions (Table 1)

The Journal introduced a short paper article type in July 2020, similar to the AER:Insights style
(<6,000 words, 5 exhibits). Short papers are held to the same quality standards as regular
submissions, and the same editorial decision processes in terms of refereeing apply.

In 2022, a total of 277 short papers were received and 12 were accepted, accounting for 17% of
all submissions. This is an increase from 2021, when they accounted for 12%.

2.2.  Editorial Processing Times (Tables 3-5)

Table 3 provides statistics on turnaround times for submitted papers. The proportion of all
papers handled within 14 days has decreased from 61% in 2021 to 56% in 2022. In 2022, for the
second consecutive year, all papers were handled within 6 months, a significant achievement for
the Journal. Table 4 shows that referees are also returning their reports promptly, with 95% of
reviews being returned within 3 months.

Desk reject papers are not sent for review, therefore turnaround times for these papers remains
low. The average turnaround time for desk reject decisions has increased slightly from 5 days in
2021 to 6 days in 2022.

Table 5 shows the number of new submissions handled by each Managing Editor and the
number of resubmitted papers (as indicated by the +).

2.3. Rankings and Impact Factors (Tables 6-7)

Table 6 shows The Economic Journal’s 2-Year Impact Factor, compared with those of its closest
competitors. The Journal’s 2021 IF increased from 3.178 (2020) to 3.721. This compares with
6.481 for The Review of Economics and Statistics, 4.301 for the Journal of the European
Economic Association and 7.833 for The Review of Economic Studies. The Journal’s 5-year
Impact Factor is 4.919. It is ranked twelfth by Google Scholar in the field of Economics.

The Journal continues to perform well on alternative measures of impact. Altmetric
(altmetric.com) measures the online attention (mentions) of published articles by several
indicators, including Twitter, public policy, and news outlets. Table 7 details the sources of these
mentions. A large proportion comes from Twitter, with 24,650 mentions. The Journal’s articles
were mentioned in 5,545 policy sources and news outlets contributed 1,457 mentions. The total
number of mentions as of 1 February 2023 was 34,003.
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2.3.1. Social media

The Journal’s Twitter account (@EJ_RES) is used to promote recently accepted and published
articles and journal news, and has 20.6k followers (as of 3 February 2023, compared to 18k (as of
2 February 2022). The Royal Economic Society Twitter account (@RoyalEconSoc) also regularly
promotes journal articles and news and has 17.5k followers. In 2022, @EJ_RES generated almost
1.2 million impressions, which measure how many times the Journal’s tweets were seen.

3. Prizes

3.1. The Austin Robinson Memorial Prize

The Austin Robinson Memorial Prize is awarded to the best paper published in the Journal in a
given year by an author (or multiple authors) who is (or are) within 5 years of receiving their
PhD. The winning paper is selected by the Managing Editors.

The 2021 Austin Robinson Memorial Prize was awarded to Enrico Berkes and Ruben Gaetani for
their article ‘The Geography of Unconventional Innovation’. The 2022 winner will be announced
during the annual RES conference at the University of Glasgow in April 2023.

3.2. The Royal Economic Society (RES) Prize

The RES Prize is awarded to the best paper published in the Journal in a given year. It is selected
by a prize committee consisting of the RES President, the Editor-in-Chief and a member of the
RES council.

The 2021 RES Prize was awarded to Michael Koch, llya Manuylov and Marcel Smolka for their
article ‘Robots and Firms’. The 2022 winner will be announced at the RES conference in April.

3.3. Referee Prizes

The 2022 winners of the referee prizes were announced in January 2023. The 14 winners
were:

Sandro Ambuehl, University of Zurich

Esteban Aucejo, Arizona State University

Salome Baslandze, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta
Sydnee Caldwell, University of California, Berkeley
Francesco Fasani, University of Milan

Albrecht Glitz, Pompeu Fabra University

Qing Gong, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Alexey Makarin, MIT Sloan

Swapnika Rachapalli, University of Toronto

Nicholas Ryan, Yale University
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Andres Santos, University of California, Los Angeles
Jan Stuhler, Carlos Ill University of Madrid
Antonella Trigari, Bocconi University

Hélene Turon, University of Bristol
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Table 1: Submissions and decisions

Submissions (All Submissions: First, Second, etc.)

Year Submitted Submitted New Submitted Submitted Accepted Conditionally Returned for | Rejected Summarily Pending Withdrawn/ Total
Total Regular submissions Features Conference Accepted revisions Rejected to be
removed

2022 1673 1673 1348 0 0 87 108 199 374 777 124 4 1673
(**277) (**224) (**12) (**19) (**30) (**52) (**138) (**24)

2021 1929 1929 1633 0 0 104 96 191 439 968 131 0 1929
(**236) (**214) (**7) (**8) (**28) (**55) (**125) (**13)

2020 1994 1994 1687 0 0 121 92 153 456 950 221 1 1994
(**119) (**4) (**28) (**68) (**19)

2019 1722 1722 1534 0 0 42 69 123 391 923 171 3 1722

2018 1770 1768 1603 79 32 94 384 956 223 2 1770

2017 1676 1629 1512 43 83 26 115 347 884 173 1 1629

*Results taken from January 1 to December 31.

** Short papers.
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Table 2: Geographical Distribution of First Regular Submissions

Regions 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
UNITED KINGDOM 197 (15%) 242 (15%) 259 (15%) 233 (15%) 278 (17%) | 259 (17%)
USA & CANADA 311 (23%) 405 425 (25%) 372 (24%) 380 (24%) | 376 (25%)
UNITED STATES (US) 273 365 367 333 336 316
CANADA (CA) 38 40 58 39 44 60
EUROPE 528 (39%) 638 (39%) 657 (39%) 567 (37%) 600 (37%) | 565 (37%)
BELGIUM (BE) 16 18 18 14 12 13
FRANCE (FR) 54 58 67 53 58 73
GERMANY (DE) 151 164 186 155 168 157

ITALY (IT) 59 78 71 75 84 63
NETHERLANDS (NL) 41 52 51 47 40 43
SCANDANAVIA 81 94 95 75 77 81

SPAIN (ES) 29 47 50 45 32 37
OTHER EUROPE 97 127 119 115 129 98

REST OF THE WORLD 312 (23%) 348 (21%) 346 (21%) 357 (23%) 345 (22%) | 312 (21 %)
AUSTRALIA (AU) 39 53 46 59 53 54

NEW ZEALAND (NZ) 9 5 9 7 6 3

CHINA (CN) 122 110 100 79 79 62

HONG KONG (HK) 14 21 21 19 28 32

INDIA (IN) 12 10 10 14 17 7

ISRAEL (IL) 8 16 25 22 13 25

JAPAN (JP) 20 36 47 31 37 42
OTHER 88 97 88 126 112 87

*Results taken from January 1 to December 31.
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Table 3: Time Taken from Submission for Editor to Respond to Author with Decision (for
First Regular Submissions)

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
ALL PAPERS
0-14 days 56% 61% 55% 56% 51% 53%
15 days - 1 month 5% 5% 5% 6% 9% 9%
1-2 months 3% 3% 3% 3% 5% 7%
2-3 months 13% 14% 13% 9% 11% 11%
3-4 months 16% 13% 9% 11% 11% 11%
4-5 months 6% 4% 5% 5% 6% 6%
5-6 months 0% 0% 3% 4% 4% 2%
more than 6 months 0% 0% 7% 6% 4% 1%
Average turnaround time in days 43 34 53
SUMMARILY REJECTED
0-14 days 93% 93% 92% 91% 83% 88%
15 days — 1 month 6% 6% 7% 8% 13% 11%
1-2 months 0.5% 0% 0% 1% 3% 1%
2-3 months 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0%
3-4 months 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 0%
4-5 months 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
5-6 months 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
more than 6 months 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Average turnaround time in days 6 5 7
PAPERS SENT TO REFEREES
0-14 days 17% 6% 8% 3% 2% 3%
15 days - 1 month 3% 4% 3% 3% 2% 4%
1-2 months 5% 6% 6% 7% 7% 9%
2-3 months 28% 38% 29% 21% 26% 22%
3-4 months 34% 35% 21% 27% 28% 34%
4-5 months 12% 10% 11% 12% 15% 20%
5-6 months 1% 1% 6% 11% 9% 6%
more than 6 months 0% 0% 16% 16% 10% 2%
Average turnaround time in days 69 84 109
SENT TO REFEREES, REJECTED
0-14 days 20% 6% 10% 3% 2% 2%
15 days — 1 month 4% 4% 3% 3% 3% 4%
1-2 months 6% 8% 7% 8% 8% 8%
2-3 months 31% 40% 29% 23% 27% 30%
3-4 months 29% 32% 20% 25% 29% 32%
4-5 months 9% 8% 9% 11% 13% 19%
5-6 months 1% 0% 6% 12% 9% 1%
more than 6 months 0% 0% 15% 15% 9% 1%
Average turnaround time in days 86 81 102
SENT TO REFEREES, RETURNED FOR
REVISION
0-14 days 4% 3% 2% 2% 0% 0%
15 days - 1 month 4% 2% 0% 0% 0% 0%
1-2 months 2% 2% 0% 1% 2% 1%
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2-3 months 31% 30% 25% 14% 21% 22%
3-4 months 43% 34% 22% 39% 28% 35%
4-5 months 16% 20% 21% 18% 22% 21%
5-6 months 1% 3% 9% 6% 12% 11%
more than 6 months 0% 6% 21% 20% 15% 7%
Average turnaround time in days 95 95 146

* Results taken from January 1 to December 31.

Table 4: Time Taken for Referee to Return Report to Editor*

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017
0-14 days 15% 14% 15% 17% 15% 11%
0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0,
15 days -1 month 7% 8% 8% 8% 8% 8%
40% 42% 43% 38% 40% 39%
1-2 months
33% 29% 26% 28% 29% 31%
2-3 months
) 9 6% 7% 7% 8%
3-4 months % % 0 ’ ’ ’
25 months <1% 1% <1% 1% 1% 2%
5-6 months <1% <1% <1% <1% 1% <1%
0, 0, 0,
More than 6 months 0% <1% <1% <1% 0% <1%
Average turnaround time >1Days | 52days | 50days 51days 54 days

* Based on referees solicited in year t and having returned their reports by end of January of year t+1, first submissions.
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Table 5: New Submissions (+ Revisions), by Editor

Editor Dec-22 Nov-22 Oct-22 Sep-22 Aug-22 Jul-22 Jun-22 May-22 Apr-22 Mar-22 Feb-22 Jan-22 Total
Alan, S 12+3 14+2 13+2 14+0 16+3 13+2 17+1 11+1 9+0 17+0 12+0 14+0 162+14
Bar-Isaac, H 12+0 9+0 9+3 11+2 10+2 11+1 9+3 12+0 11+0 13+3 7+0 12+2 126+16
Cantillon, E 0+1 0+0 0+2 0+0 0+0 0+2 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+6
Friedenberg, A 6+1 7+1 1543 10+0 10+0 14+0 13+1 7+0 12+0 12+0 10+0 10+0 126+6
Guner, N 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+2 0+4 0+1 0+10
Huck, S 13+3 12+7 15+4 15+5 15+3 16+7 10+3 15+1 16+4 16+0 1243 15+3 170+43
Kranton, R 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+1
Levy, G 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+1
Lippi, F 8+3 12+3 10+3 12+3 13+1 1243 10+0 12+0 14+0 17+0 1443 9+1 143+20
Manacorda, M 1042 14+3 11+0 16+1 13+1 1342 17+1 11+1 11+0 16+1 1240 16+0 160+12
Petrongolo, B 11+1 12+1 8+3 14+2 1343 1342 1342 1042 13+0 1342 1140 16+1 147+19
Portier, F 9+3 9+0 11+1 8+0 16+1 13+0 10+0 9+0 18+0 14+0 14+0 14+0 145+5
Ravn, M 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+2 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+4
Salvanes, K 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+3
Vermeulen, F 0+2 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+1 0+2 0+1 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+0 0+7
Voth, H 0+2 0+0 0+1 0+4 0+1 0+0 0+2 0+0 0+1 0+0 0+1 0+1 0+13
Zhuravskaya, E 1242 1545 1145 15+1 7+8 14+1 13+1 11+1 6+1 12+1 1143 14+1 141+30




. -t , ROYAL

SIS ECONOMIC
T socieTy

Table 6: Journal Impact Factors

Year | The EconomicJournal | The Review of Economics | Journal of the The Review of Economic
and Statistics European Studies
Economic
Association
2016 2.608 2.926 2.758 4.03
2017 2.946 3.510 2.975 4.455
2018 2.926 3.636 3.296 4.767
2019 2.764 4.345 3.388 4.890
2020 3.178 6.548 4.583 6.345
2021 3.721 6.481 4.301 7.833

Table 7: Altmetric Indicators*

Blog Twitter Google+ News Facebook Policy Wikipedia Other
2017 209 4,738 23 420 115 610 90 )
2018 282 7,090 13 338 88 800 142 41
2019 579 12,464 25 734 168 2,309 382 157
2020 635 15,459 25 1,002 173 4,423 443 182
2021 715 20,215 25 1,228 176 4,913 759 219
2022 778 24,650 25 1,457 182 5,545 1,115 251

*As of 1 February 2023.
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Appendix

Top 12 Altmetric Scoring Articles*

1035

©O000

Is Legal Pot Crippling Mexican Drug Trafficking
Organisations? The Effect of...

Article in Economic Journal, November 2017

Mathematics and Gender: Heterogeneity in
Causes and Consequences

Article in Economic Journal, January 2015

Additional Returns to Investing in Girls’
Education: Impact on Younger Sibling...

Article in Economic Journal, March 2018

Pseudo-wealth and Consumption Fluctuations

Article in Economic Journal, August 2020

*As of 1 February 2023
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Are You Happy While You Work?

Article in Economic Journal, January 2016

The Colour of a Free Ride

Article in Economic Journal, September 2020

Books are Forever: Early Life Conditions,
Education and Lifetime Earnings in...

Article in Economic Journal, April 2016

The Costs of Economic Nationalism: Evidence
from the Brexit Experiment*

Article in Economic Journal, May 2019

663

D

5

The Effect of Adult Entertainment Establishments

on Sex Crime: Evidence from...

Article in Economic Journal, July 2021

The Power of Bias in Economics Research

Article in Economic Journal, October 2017

Subsidising the spread of COVID-19: Evidence
from the UK'S Eat-Out-to-Help-Out...

Article in Economic Journal, October 2021

The Political Economy of Liberal Democracy

Article in Economic Journal, January 2020



